Junior/Sophomore
Family

College Night

Wednesday , January 20, 2010
6:30 1T 8:30 p.m.




Agenda

Staff Introductions & Packet
College Counseling Philosophy
PSAT Score Interpretation
Admissions Process Overview

Sophomore Year Tasks

Junior Year Tasks

Elements of the Application
Navianckeamily Connection
Student & Parent Assignments
Q&A




The College Counseling Staff

Aaron Hinojosa-LA
Dean of College Counseling

Yvonne Hays-4
College Counselor

CyndigHarter AL
Guidance Counselor

Michael Natidvi-Z
Guidance Counselor

Dianne Silvestro
Registrar




Maranatha
College Counseling Philosophy

As students
A engage in self -reflection
A maintain realistic expectations
A build productive relationships
A conduct sound research, and
A complete paperwork on time,

they become empowered to take

responsibility for their own college admission
process and maximize their success.

Maranat haos coll ege coun
designed to help students meet these goals.




SOPHOMORE YEAR

All Year: Continue to pursue a challenging course load as appropriate. Keep in
mind that colleges and universities like to see students seek appropriate academic
challenges.

PSAT Testing (October): Maranatha administers the PSAT exam to sophomores
on a designated weekday on campus.

PSAT Meeting (January): College counselors debrief the sophomore class on
their PSAT results and provide guidance about how to prepare for the SAT exams.

Plan for a Meaningful Summer Experience: As early as February, seek out
academic programs, internships, jobs, volunteer work, or other worthwhile
activities that will enrich your summer months.

Class Advising Meetings (February i April):  Counselors meet with students
individually to recommend and select classes for the junior year.

AP Exams (May).

Take SAT Subject Tests (June): Those students taking advanced science
courses and foreign language courses are advised to register for the SAT Subject
Tests to be taken in June.

Visit College Campuses (Summer): The summer after sophomore year is a
great time to start visiting colleges




Spring 2010 Tasks for Sophomores

Finish the Year Strongly

Academics
Extracurricular activities

Plan a Meaningful Summer Experience
Community Service
Parttime job
Internship
Summer class
College program
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About COSMOS About COSMOS
oiE OUR MISSION
STICECEIT The mission of COSMOS is to motivate the most creative minds of the new
Resources generation of prospective scientists, engineers and mathematicians who will COSMOS
Advisory Board hecome leaders for California, the natien, and the world. The program aims to Student
create a community of students who paricipate in and contribute to an intensive \ﬁdEO
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academic experience delivered by distinguished educators and scholars.

At the request of the State of California, LC provides an cpportunity for students who wish to learn
advanced mathematics and science and to prepare for careers inthese areas. The California State

Gradeuick ) ) : . . . i
e Summer Schoaol for Mathematics and Science (CO3MOS) is a residential academic experience for
Student Profiles top high school students in mathematics and science. The COSMOS course clusters address topics
Alumni not traditionally taught in high schools such as astronomy, aercspace engineering, biomedical
HS Teacher sciences, computer science, wetlands ecology, ocean science, robotics, game theary, and more.
Opportunities ACADEMICS

We offer a variety of academic clusters that consist of two science andfor math courses, and a
science communication course. Courses are taught by active faculty and researchers. Students
paricipate in hands-on labs, field activities, lectures, and discussions. Students alsowork on a
related research project. Cluster sizes vary from 18-24 students and the student to academic staff
COSMOS Home ratic is typically 5:1. COSMOS is an academic enrichment program and is not meant to replace a
Contact COSMOS yearlong high school course; therefore we do not grant high school or college academic credit.

Support COSMOS RESIDENTIAL

Students are required to live on campus for the duration of the program. Living on campus allows
students ample cpportunities to form lasting friendships with like-minded peers who share the same
interests in mathematics and science. On weekends, students may attend additional recreational
field trips.
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Admissions Process Overview

Junior Year
Research and visit colleges.
Take standardized tests.
Attend programs.

Rising Senior Summer
Continue to research & visit colleges.
Begin applications.
Write essays.
Do as much as possible during the summer!




2010 -11 Standardized Testing
Recommendations & Policies

Standardized Tests in the Admissions Proce
When to take Standardized Tests
ACT vs. SAT Reasoning Test

SAT Score Choice

Test Prep Recommendations
Standardized Testing Myths

College Comments on Score Choice




Admissions Process Overview

Senior Fall

Retake standardized tests.

Finalize college list.

File applicatiorsgnd scoresschedule interviews.
Senior Winter

Complete & submit financial aid forms.

Continue to visit colleges on your list.
Senior Spring

Recelve decisions.

File deposit by May 1.

Graduate & Celebrate!!!




Winter 2010 Tasks for Juniors

Navianceamily Connection

Junior Questionnaire & Parent Statement
Family meeting with college counselor
SAT and/or ACT

Research colleges

Initial college list

Spring Break college visits

Summer plans




Spring 2010 Tasks for Juniors

Spring semester final exams

Senior course selection

College visits

College list

Second counselor/student meetings

Testing (AP exams, SAT subject tests, SAT/AC




Summer 2010 Tasks

College Counseling Summer Institute
(CCSI), TBA

Resum@& Autobiography

Enrichment activities

Co
Co

lege research & list
lege visits & interviews

Applications

Co
=1

lege essays
standardized testing registration




Elements of the Application

Transcript
Test Scores
Activities
Essays
Counselor & Teacher Recommendations
Interview
Additional Aspects
Major
. Supplemental applications
- Auditions/Portfolios
- Academic Review
Talents

. Athletic
. Artistic
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