
College Counseling Office

Junior/Sophomore 
Family

College Night

Wednesday , January 20, 2010

6:30 ï8:30 p.m.



Agenda

·Staff Introductions & Packet

·College Counseling Philosophy

·PSAT Score Interpretation

·Admissions Process Overview

·Sophomore Year Tasks

·Junior Year Tasks

·Elements of the Application

·NavianceFamily Connection

·Student & Parent Assignments

·Q & A



The College Counseling Staff

·Aaron Hinojosa   A-L
Dean of College Counseling

·Yvonne Hays  M-Z
College Counselor

·Cyndie Harter  AL
Guidance Counselor

·Michael Nation M-Z
Guidance Counselor

·Dianne Silvestro
Registrar



As students  
Åengage in self - reflection
Åmaintain realistic expectations
Åbuild productive relationships
Åconduct sound research, and 
Åcomplete paperwork on time, 

they become empowered to take 
responsibility for their own college admission 
process and maximize their success.

Maranathaôs college counseling program is 
designed to help students meet these goals.

Maranatha 
College Counseling Philosophy



· SOPHOMORE YEAR

· All Year: Continue to pursue a challenging course load as appropriate. Keep in 
mind that colleges and universities like to see students seek appropriate academic 
challenges.

· PSAT Testing (October): Maranatha administers the PSAT exam to sophomores 
on a designated weekday on campus.

· PSAT Meeting (January): College counselors debrief the sophomore class on 
their PSAT results and provide guidance about how to prepare for the SAT exams.

· Plan for a Meaningful Summer Experience: As early as February, seek out 
academic programs, internships, jobs, volunteer work, or other worthwhile 
activities that will enrich your summer months.

· Class Advising Meetings (February ïApril): Counselors meet with students 
individually to recommend and select classes for the junior year.

· AP Exams (May).

· Take SAT Subject Tests (June): Those students taking advanced science 
courses and foreign language courses are advised to register for the SAT Subject 
Tests to be taken in June.

· Visit College Campuses (Summer): The summer after sophomore year is a 
great time to start visiting colleges .



Spring 2010 Tasks for Sophomores

·Finish the Year Strongly
·Academics

·Extracurricular activities

·Plan a Meaningful Summer Experience

·Community Service

·Part-time job

·Internship

·Summer class

·College program





Admissions Process Overview

·Junior Year
·Research and visit colleges.
·Take standardized tests.
·Attend programs.

·Rising Senior Summer
·Continue to research & visit colleges.
·Begin applications.
·Write essays.
·Do as much as possible during the summer!



2010 -11 Standardized Testing 
Recommendations & Policies

·Standardized Tests in the Admissions Process

·When to take Standardized Tests

·ACT vs. SAT Reasoning Test

·SAT Score Choice

·Test Prep Recommendations

·Standardized Testing Myths

·College Comments on Score Choice



Admissions Process Overview

·Senior Fall

·Retake standardized tests.

·Finalize college list.

·File applications, send scores, schedule interviews.

·Senior Winter

·Complete & submit financial aid forms.

·Continue to visit colleges on your list.

·Senior Spring

·Receive decisions.

·File deposit by May 1.

·Graduate & Celebrate!!!



Winter 2010 Tasks for Juniors

·NavianceFamily Connection

·Junior Questionnaire & Parent Statement

·Family meeting with college counselor

·SAT and/or ACT  

·Research colleges 

·Initial college list

·Spring Break college visits

·Summer plans



Spring 2010 Tasks for Juniors

·Spring semester final exams 

·Senior course selection

·College visits

·College list

·Second counselor/student meetings

·Testing (AP exams, SAT subject tests, SAT/ACT)



Summer 2010 Tasks

·College Counseling Summer Institute

(CCSI),  TBA

·Resumé& Autobiography

·Enrichment activities

·College research & list

·College visits & interviews

·Applications

·College essays

·Fall standardized testing registration



Elements of the Application

· Transcript

· Test Scores

· Activities

· Essays

· Counselor & Teacher Recommendations

· Interview

· Additional Aspects

·Major

· Supplemental applications

· Auditions/Portfolios

· Academic Review

·Talents

· Athletic

· Artistic



htt http://connection.naviance.com/maranatha 
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