
Dear Maranatha Families,

I have the distinct honor of introducing the 2010-
2011 Maranatha High School Course Catalog. As 
demonstrated in these pages, Maranatha High School is 
committed to offering a wide range of academic courses 
that will provide each student with a quality educational 
experience that is both challenging and rewarding. Skilled 
and trained faculty members are committed to providing 
academic instruction in a setting that fosters critical 
thinking skills, presents course content with a Biblical world 
view, and develops nurturing relationships. The academic 
program at Maranatha encourages intellectual, spiritual, 
and social growth. 

This Course Catalog provides each student with the 
following:

•  Course Descriptions
•  Honors and Advanced Placement Courses
•  Student Placement Policy
•  Add/Drop Policy
•  Graduation Requirements

We encourage you to utilize this Course Catalog to 
help guide you in the selection of courses that offer a 
challenging and rewarding educational experience. 
The Maranatha High School Guidance Counselors are 
prepared to assist you in the structure of your optimal four 
year plan and will provide informed direction. Within the 
structure and rigor of a college preparatory education, it 
is the hope that each Maranatha High School student will 
be dedicated to pursuing excellence in all areas of life.

Participating with you in the Maranatha experience,

Nancy R. Beeman, Ph.D.
Assistant Head of School
Maranatha High School
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ADD/DROP POLICY:

At the completion of the registration process, students 
will enter into an add/drop period where only one 
schedule change will be allowed. All schedule changes 
must be approved by the student’s counselor. All 
schedule changes after 3 weeks from the beginning 
of the semester must be approved by the Assistant 
Head of School. The add/drop period will begin at the 
conclusion of the registration process and end three 
weeks after the first day of the school year. A student 
may initiate one schedule change during this add/drop 
period. After a student initiates one schedule change, 
no further schedule changes will be permitted, except 
under the following circumstances:

• Teacher recommendation

• Lack of ability to pass a course after exhausting all
available resources

• Administrative discretion

Any student who drops a class outside of these 
exceptions after initiating a schedule change during 
the add/drop period, or after the add/drop period has 
expired, will have a W (Withdrawn) grade reflected on 
his/her permanent record.

HONORS AND AP COURSES
A student qualifies for Honors & AP courses by 
demonstrating proficiency in the applicable subject 
area coupled with teacher and/or department 
recommendation. Students interested in Honors and/
or AP courses are advised that the pace and rigor 
of such classes are much greater than the standard 
sections of the courses and require a greater level of 
self-motivation.

Honors and Advanced Placement courses are 
designated on the student’s transcripts and are weighted 
in the calculation of the GPA. These designated courses 
have increased academic demands and will receive an 
additional grade point (i.e. A=5, B=4, C=3, D=2, 
F=0). 

AP Courses: Studio Art, Biology, Chemistry, Physics, 
Calculus AB/BC, Statistics, English Literature, Ancient 
World History, U.S. History, Government, Psychology, 
Macro Economics, Music Theory, and Spanish 
Language 

Honors Courses: Biology, Chemistry, Physics, World 
History, English 9, 10, 11, Algebra I, II, Math III, 
Spanish I, II, III, Painting and Drawing

MARANATHA STUDENT PLACEMENT:

Mathematics: All incoming students are tested using 
the UCLA Algebra Readiness test and placed into the 
appropriate class (Algebra IA, Algebra I, Honors Algebra 
I, Honors Algebra II, Honors Math III = Honors Geometry/
Honors Pre-Calculus) based on the student’s achievement 
on this test. Students desiring to be placed in Honors Algebra 
1 without the requisite scores must take the Accelerated 
Algebra Summer School Course and achieve a minimum 
of 90% in the course to be placed in Honors Algebra 1.

Science: Incoming students are placed in the appropriate 
science class based on the student’s placement in 
Mathematics (Algebra I = Biology, Honors Algebra I = 
Honors Biology).

English: All incoming students are placed into the 
appropriate class based on the student’s achievement on 
the Verbal Reasoning and Reading Comprehension sections 
of the ISEE (Independent School Entrance Exam).Students 
who achieve a minimum stanine score of 5 in each of these 
sections are placed in Honors English 9. Students desiring 
to be placed in Honors English 9 without the requisite scores 
must take the Accelerated English Summer School Course 
and achieve a minimum of 90% in the course to be placed 
in Honors English 9.

Social Sciences: Incoming students are placed in the 
appropriate social science class based on the student’s 
placement in English. Placement in Honors English 9 allows 
a student to enroll in Honors Ancient History as a freshmen. 
Students placed in English 9 will take World History during 
their freshmen or sophomore year. Please note: Honors 
Ancient History is required for freshmen who wish to be 
eligible to enroll in AP World History as sophomores.

Modern Languages: Incoming students are placed in 
the first level of a course in the Modern Language of their 
choice: American Sign Language I, French I, or Spanish I. 
Students with Honors English 9 placement may choose to 
enroll in the Honors version of these classes. Other students 
who wish to begin their coursework beyond the introductory 
level in a Modern Language, may do so by earning a 
requisite score on the language placement test for French 
and Spanish.

Theology: All incoming students are tested using the 
Theology Department Placement Test and placed into the 
appropriate class (Theology I, Theology II) based on the 
student’s achievement on this test.
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UC/CSU APPROVAL

While the majority of courses offered at Maranatha 
High School are accepted as college preparatory 
courses at colleges and universities nationwide, 
the University of California and California State 
University systems have unique requirements for 
meeting their standards. The number of years is 
the minimum number of years to be considered 
for admission. To be competitive for admissions 
consideration, Maranatha recommends taking or 
exceeding the required number of years

Within the course descriptions that follow,  will be 
used to indicate courses that have been pre-approved 
through these university systems for admissions 
purposes.

To understand the appropriate progression of the 
courses offered at Maranatha High School, please 
refer to the icon just to the right of the course title. For 
example, the icon:

denotes a course that is taken in grade 11 or 12. The 
scope and sequence of the curriculum is designed 
to prepare the student for the next level in each 
subject area. While this information provides an 
idea of when a student can take each class, it is also 
important to consider the prerequisites listed in the 
course descriptions that follow.

1211
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University of California &
California State University Requirements

Courses	 # of years
English		  4
Math		  3
Science		  2
   1 year–Physical Science (Chemistry, Physics)
   1 year– Life Science (Biology, Anatomy/Physiology)
History/Social Science                      		  2
Visual & Performing Arts		  1
Foreign Language (same language)		  2
Electives		  1

Please note: Courses are subject to cancellation pending low 
enrollment. 

Maranatha’s rigorous academic curriculum is a holistic one, incorporating the mind, body, soul, and spirit of the individual 
student. In addition to academic learning and practical applications, students are also challenged to consider the implications 
of this knowledge from a Biblical worldview. 

Students are required to schedule 7 classes each semester and must complete a total of 260 units to receive a diploma. The 
curriculum is college preparatory, including Honors and Advanced Placement courses. 

Our college preparatory and honors curriculum is aligned with and exceeds state and national standards.

Our Advanced Placement curriculum is based on College Board guidelines and is designed at a college level.

Maranatha High School
Graduation Requirements for

Class of 2011-2012

Courses	 # of years
Theology 		  4*
English		  4*
Math		  3
Science		  2
   1 year–Physical Science (Physical Science, Chemistry, 	
   Physics)
   1 year– Life Science (Biology, Anatomy/Physiology, 	
    Kinesiology)
History/Social Science		  4
Physical Education		  2
Visual/Performing Arts		  1
Foreign Language		  2
Technology and Communications		  1
Electives		  4
*All students must be enrolled in an English and Theology class each year.

Maranatha High School 
Graduation Requirements for
Class of 2013 and Beyond

Courses	 # of years
Theology		  4*
English		  4*
Math		  3
Science		  2
    1 year- Physical Science (Physical Science, Chemistry, 		
     Physics)
    1 year- Life Science (Biology, Anatomy/Physiology, 		
     Kinesiology) 
History/Social Science		  3
Physical Education		  2
Visual/Performing Arts 		  1
Foreign Language		  2
Freshmen Foundations		  1

Electives 		  4

*All students must be enrolled in an English and Theology class each year.

CURRICULUM
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FRESHMEN FOUNDATIONS 	 9 		
This course is designed to equip students with skill sets for attaining a high level of success in high school.  Students are 
prepared for better performance at self-management, memorization, note-taking, test-taking, time management, and 
several other pragmatic habits needed for academic success. They are also challenged to increase their level of research, 
writing, and public communication skills through a major essay and presentation that specifically prepares them for their 
Senior Capstone Project.  In addition, students develop knowledge of over two hundred new and practical vocabulary 
words, gain experience with college and career placement, practice other patterns of public speaking, advance their 
technology-based research competencies, and learn how to navigate Microsoft PowerPoint and Word.
Note: Required for all Freshmen

ENGLISH 9r	 9
This course navigates through several types of literary works, improves grammar usage, and continues to develop writing 
skills through writing assignments and journaling. Topics include: poetry, mythology (as it applies to the world and society), 
the study of Great Expectations, Romeo and Juliet, excerpts from The Odyssey, and various literary terms as they are used in 
the literature. 

HONORS ENGLISH 9r 	 9
This course covers the basic curriculum as described in English 9 but is taken to an advanced level of study that includes 
additional readings and writing projects. A Separate Peace and Animal Farm, as well as various short stories and poems, 
are examined in-depth in this course. 
Prerequisite: Required summer reading and essays (completed prior to the first day of school), and qualifying score on 
ISEE test

ENGLISH 10r 		  10
This course continues to focus on writing skills and grammar and begins the study of world literature. Within this course, 
major essay assignments require the analysis of literature and a proficiency in a variety of writing styles. Literary works 
include: The Chosen, Life of Pi, and Julius Caesar. 

HONORS ENGLISH 10r	 	 10
This course covers the basic curriculum as described in English 10 but is taken to an advanced level of study that includes 
additional readings and writing projects at a more analytical level. Les Miserables and The Chosen, as well as various short 
stories and poetry, are examined in-depth in this course.  
Prerequisite: Honors English 9, or an accepted application submitted with a B or better in English 9, a teacher’s 
recommendation and a writing sample; required summer reading and essays (completed prior to the first day of school) 

ENGLISH 11 (AMERICAN LITERATURE)r									         11
This course provides a survey of American Literature from colonial times to the twentieth century, including many genres 
such as the short story, biography, journal, novel, poetry, drama and essay. In preparation for the SAT exam, this course 
includes a strong emphasis on vocabulary building and promotes critical thinking in relation to literature studies. The works 
studied include: The Scarlet Letter and Young Goodman Brown.

HONORS AMERICAN LITERATUREr			   11
This course covers the basic curriculum as described in American Literature but is taken to an advanced level of study that 
includes additional readings and writing projects at a more analytical level. The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn, as well as 
various short stories and poetry, are examined in-depth.  
Prerequisite: Honors English 10 and required summer reading and essays (completed prior to the first day of school) 

ENGLISH LITERATUREr											                 12
This course surveys British Literature within the historical and thematic context from the Middle Ages to the present covering 
the development of drama, poetry and prose from each time period. An emphasis is placed on writing skills and the 
analysis of literature through essays, reports, journals, and the senior Capstone research paper. The works studied include: 
Macbeth, Pride and Prejudice, Frankenstein and Jane Eyre

ENGLISH DEPARTMENT CHAIR:  MARILEE MALOTT	 M_MALOTT@MHS-HS.ORG

ENGLISH
4 YEARS REQUIRED



5

AP ENGLISH LITERATUREr				    12
This course covers a broad range of literature in preparation for two Advanced Placement tests: Language & Composition 
and Literature & Composition. This course covers novels and plays of British literature, as well as contemporary female 
authors and minority literature. The course also includes a five-week philosophy component and transformational grammar 
unit. Students will be required to take the AP English Exam.
Prerequisite: Honors American Literature and required summer reading and essays (completed prior to the first day of school) 

CREATIVE WRITINGr                        									          11 12	
This course offers students the opportunities to explore, craft, and develop skills in the writing of fictional literature.  In 
addition to drafting short and long form poetry, creative essays, and short stories, students will read excellent examples 
of these forms of creative writing.  Students will read and write daily and will publish their finished works in a Maranatha 
literary journal.   

SPEECH AND DEBATEr  	                         			              11 12	
The purpose of this course is to introduce students to basic public speaking skills necessary in an academic or professional 
setting.  Additionally, this course introduces different forms of argumentation and effective rhetorical strategies for debate.  
Students will learn how to organize, research, and deliver strong verbal arguments on a variety of global issues. 

HUMANITIES OF THE BRITISH ISLES 							                     	  11 12
Arranged chronologically, this course will work in tandem with the required senior English Literature course to supplement 
the content of the rich historical, literary, and cultural heritage of the British Isles.  The course will include readings and 
discussions of the historical and cultural context of such literary works as William Shakespeare’s Twelfth Night and C.S. 
Lewis’ ‘Til We Have Faces.  The course of study will culminate in an optional weeklong educational tour of the British Isles.
Prerequisite: Admission by application process only
Note: Course is offered every other year

COMPARATIVE LITERATURE 							                     	  11 12
The purpose of Comparative Literature is to connect literary works and global cultural history, highlighting specific literary 
traditions as well as the arts, including analysis of world novels, poetry, film, painting, photography, and music.  It will be a 
cross-discipline course seeking to instill an understanding of literature across national and historic boundaries, achieving a 
multicultural experience where philosophical questions are analyzed through discussion and writing.
Prerequisite: Students must have completed either AP World History or Honors English 10

ACCELERATED ENGLISH									          	  
Students can elect to enroll in the Accelerated English course in an attempt to qualify for the Honors English 9 class. 
This course requires students to work independently, to closely read selected novels, and then to prepare quality writing 
assignments. Students must also participate in an online book discussion with the teacher. Careful assessment of the 
student’s critical thinking, literary analysis, and writing mechanics will determine whether the student will be promoted to the 
Honors track. 
Note: Participation in this summer course does not guarantee that the student will be placed in the Honors English 9 course
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HONORS MATH 3r	 	 	 	      11 12
This course is divided into the study of Honors Geometry 
during the first semester and the study of Pre-calculus 
during the second semester. Pre-calculus topics include 
trigonometric graphs, trigonometric identities, application 
problems involving the laws of sines and cosines, polar 
coordinates, logarithms, vectors, matrices and determinants, 
sequences and series, and theory of equations.   
Prerequisite: Algebra 2 (Grade of B or better) and teacher 
recommendation

MATH ANALYSISr 			                  11 12
This course covers the trigonometry functions of right 
triangle relationships as well as graphing of the same, 
trigonometric identities, circular functions, complex 
numbers, series and sequences, logarithms, piecewise functions, graphing rational functions, partial fractions, vectors, 
parametric and polar equations. 
Prerequisite: Algebra 2 and Geometry (Grade of C or better)

AP STATISTICS			   11	12
This course provides the student an introduction to the major concepts and tools for collecting, analyzing, and drawing 
conclusions from data. The four broad conceptual themes of this course are exploring data, sampling and experimentation, 
anticipating patterns, and statistical inference. Additionally, the course covers various statistical techniques including 
hypothesis testing of means and variances. Graphing calculators are required. Students will be required to take the AP 
Statistics exam.
Prerequisite: Algebra 2 (Grade of B or better)
Note: This course may be taken concurrently with other math courses

CALCULUSr 													             11 12
This course is an introduction to the topics of Calculus: limits, derivatives, and integrals. Also, continuity, particle motion, 
graphing techniques, area, and volume of revolution will be studied. Graphing calculators are required.
Prerequisite: Math Analysis or Honors Math 3 (Grade of C or better)

AP CALCULUS ABr 			   11	12
This course covers a study of single variable calculus including limits, derivatives, integration, and transcendental functions. 
The accomplishments of great mathematicians will also be studied. Students are required to take the AP Calculus AB exam.
Prerequisite: Honors Math 3 or Math Analysis (Grade of C or better) 
Note: This course is recommended for students who earn a grade of B or better in Honors Math 3 or Math Analysis

AP CALCULUS BCr 												                 12
This course offers a further study of single variable calculus, including the rigorous definition of limit, derivatives of vector 
functions and parametrically defined functions, Simpson’s rule, area bounded by polar curves, length of a path, work as 
an integral, improper integrals, integration by parts, integration with partial fraction decomposition, slope fields, Euler 
functions, convergence of a series, Maclaurin series expansions and Taylor series. The history of mathematics will also be 
studied. An appreciation for the accomplishments of great mathematicians will be cultivated. Students will be required to 
take the AP Calculus BC exam.
Prerequisite: Score of “3” or higher on AP Calculus AB level exam

ALGEBRA FUNDAMENTALS
This course prepares students for algebra by stressing basic skills and is intended to repair the deficiencies in math 
backgrounds for incoming freshmen. 
Note: Offered in summer only; one semester of credit

ACCELERATED ALGEBRA
This course is intended to assist incoming freshmen who desire to advance to Honors Algebra I or II, but have diagnostic 
scores below the cutoff level for Honors Algebra 1 or 2. This course is also for students who have completed high school 
Algebra 1 but need a more thorough and in-depth review of Algebra 1.
Note: Participation in this summer course does not guarantee that the student will be placed in an Honors level course
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MODERN LANGUAGES
2 YEARS REQUIRED

SPANISH Ir	 9	 10
The course concentrates on the basic elements of the Spanish language with an emphasis in grammar and comprehension. 
Retention is gained though in-class oral communication, written homework assignments, and group cultural exploration. In 
addition, this course covers present tense verb conjugation and fundamental, relative vocabulary with the goal of laying a 
solid foundation for continued foreign language study.

HONORS SPANISH 1r	 9	 10
This course introduces the fundamentals of Spanish and is designed to assess the student in grammar, reading, writing 
and oral communication of the language. The course expands the student’s language skills with an emphasis on listening, 
speaking, and grammar. The intensive pace of the course will provide a more in-depth coverage of the curriculum as well 
as an introduction to Spanish 2 principles. 
Prerequisite: Placement in Honors English 9

SPANISH 2r 		  10	11	12
This course has a continued emphasis on grammar, listening comprehension, speaking ability, and reading and writing 
skills. The major structural components of the language are presented through oral and written practice.  Additional 
vocabulary and cultural supplements are also included.
Prerequisite: Spanish 1 or qualifying score on placement test

HONORS SPANISH 2r 		  10	11	12
This course reviews the fundamentals of Spanish and is designed especially to assist the students in advanced grammar, 
conversation, and reading and writing with emphasis on the practical aspect. The intensive pace of the course will provide a 
more in-depth coverage of the curriculum as well as an introduction to Spanish 3 principles.
Prerequisite: Honors Spanish 1 or Spanish 1 with teacher approval

SPANISH 3r 			   11	12
This course stresses reading and writing of the language. Increased conversational ability is acquired from class discussions 
based on the reading material. There is an advanced review of grammar and vocabulary. There is also more emphasis 
given to Spanish cultural identification through a variety of teaching tools.              
Prerequisite: Spanish 2 (Grade of B- or better or teacher approval)

HONORS SPANISH 3r	 	 	 11	12
This course is designed to provide further preparation for the AP Spanish Language course reviewing grammar, introduction 
to Spanish Literature, and writing and speaking formal and informal Spanish. The course introduces basic drills of the AP 
Languages examination. 
Prerequisite: Honors Spanish 2

AP SPANISHr 				    12
This course covers the equivalent of a third-year college course in advanced Spanish composition and conversation. It 
stresses oral skills, composition, grammar, and emphasis in active communication. It is intended for those who have chosen 
to develop their proficiency in listening comprehension, speaking, reading and writing.  Students will be required to take the 
AP Spanish Exam.
Prerequisite: Honors Spanish 3, or Spanish 3 (Grade of B+ or better or teacher approval) 

FRENCH 1r 	 9	 10
This course is designed for the students who are beginning their study of the French language and the Francophone world. 
Through the use of CDs, DVDs, teacher instruction and guidance, and the student textbook and workbook, the student will 
be exposed to authentic language and the structure of the language. The course will address the following communicative 
themes: meeting and greeting people, time, dates, food and drink in France, weather, daily activities, describing yourself 
and others, clothing, shopping and leisure activities. Cross curricular projects are offered in geography and art.

HONORS FRENCH 1r					       			    		    9  10
This course is designed for the student who has had prior experience with the French language and/or is interested in 
working at a more intensive pace than French 1.  
Prerequisite: Placement in Honors English 9 and/or qualifying score on placement test 

MODERN LANGUAGE DEPARTMENT CHAIR:  PAM ASHE	 P_ASHE@MHS-HS.ORG
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FRENCH 2r 		  10	 11	12
This course will expand and strengthen the student’s 
foundational knowledge of French with authentic language 
and advanced structural concepts.  This will be achieved 
through the use of DVDs, CDs, teacher instruction and 
guidance, and the student textbook and workbook. 
The emphasis is on everyday life themes which include, 
weekend activities, fitness and health, daily activities, 
narrating past events, our homes, cars and vacations. 
Students will read and create short stories and engage in 
cross curricular projects in art and current events. 
Prerequisite: French 1 or qualifying score on placement test

Honors French 2 r		                                   
This course is for the student who has experienced success with Honors French 1 or the French 1 student who is interested and able 
to work at a more intensive level. 
Prerequisite: Honors French 1 or teacher approval

FRENCH 3r                                                 		         11 12
This course will expand the students’ oral communication skills, understanding of language structure, reading skills, and 
knowledge of the Francophone world. As a result, they will be provided with extensive reading opportunities, varied writing 
practice and continuing thematic vocabulary and language development through exposure to authentic language through 
the CDs, DVDs, teacher instruction and guidance, French literature, and the student textbook and workbook.  They will 
read noted French authors and poets. Cross curricular projects in history and art are offered in this course.
Prerequisite: French 2 (Grade of B- or better) or teacher approval

FRENCH 4 				    12
This course challenges the motivated students to become proficient in their understanding and use of the French language 
and culture. This course is a systematic introduction to French history and literature. The “treasures of time” bequeathed to 
us by the numerous centuries of French history, literature and art form are the basis of this course. Cross curricular projects 
in art and history are offered in this course. 
Prerequisite: French 3 (Grade of B- or better) or teacher approval

AMERICAN SIGN LANGUAGE 1r 	 9	 10
This course is an introduction to the fundamentals of American Sign Language, with an emphasis on the development of 
comprehensive skills. Attention will also be given to expressive skills, including appropriate grammatical structure, finger 
spelling and vocabulary development.  Information about the Deaf community and its culture, college level sign language 
programs, Deaf organizations, career opportunities and Deaf events in the community will be incorporated into this course. 

AMERICAN SIGN LANGUAGE 2r 		  10	11
This course further develops and refines the skills of those students already possessing a basic ability to understand and 
use American Sign Language. Finger spelling, vocabulary and grammatical structure continue to be stressed. A shift in 
emphasis from comprehension to expression occurs at this level. Additionally, students will develop their ability to use past 
tense, future tense, and discuss people and places in a more abstract manner. Further awareness of the Deaf community 
and its culture will also parallel language learning, as the two are always intertwined.
Prerequisite: American Sign Language 1 

AMERICAN SIGN LANGUAGE 3r 			   11	12
This course will provide the opportunity to internalize the language that was introduced and practiced in prior American 
Sign Language courses. The focus will be on building narrative skills, moving from an informal to a more formal 
presentation, as well as further developing language skills used in everyday life.  Additionally, the skills needed to explain 
ideas and concepts will be emphasized.  Practice translating written text into ASL will also be incorporated. This course will 
also offer and encourage increased exposure to the Deaf community and native ASL signers.
Prerequisite: American Sign Language 2 (Grade of B- or better) or teacher approval

 10 11  12
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THEOLOGY
4 YEARS REQUIRED

THEOLOGY I: JESUS AND THE GOSPELS	 9 
The purpose of this course is to spend time reading and understanding the Gospels.  Our hope is to gain a sense of their 
themes, narrative development, and appreciation of each Gospel on its own terms.  Along the way specific subjects will 
receive more in depth treatment, including the reliability of the Gospel record, epistemology and miracles, the Kingdom of 
God, basic orthodox doctrines found in the gospels, and what the gospels teach about discipleship. As Christians we are 
named for the person we follow. If the purpose of the church is to glorify Jesus Christ and continue the program that He 
began on earth, then becoming acquainted with Jesus is of primary importance in the life of every Christian and of vital 
importance to the future of the church. 

THEOLOGY II: OLD TESTAMENT THEOLOGY 	 9	 10 
This course focuses its attention primarily on the Old Testament.  The first semester will concentrate on the first five books 
of the Old Testament, called the Pentateuch.  This first section will begin with a biblical account of the creation of the world 
and the origin of man.  It will continue on through the birth of the Israelite nation and their Exodus from Egypt.  The second 
semester will focus on the rest of the Old Testament including the Wisdom Books and the Prophets. In addition, we cover the 
history of the Israelite nation from its entrance into the Promised Land through its destruction, exile and eventual restoration 
and return to the Promised Land.
Prerequisite: Jesus and the Gospels or qualifying score on entrance exam 

THEOLOGY III: NEW TESTAMENT THEOLOGY		  10	11
This course introduces the study of the post Gospel New Testament. Emphasis is placed on the founding and growth of the 
church and the teachings of Paul, Peter, James and John. The events and messages of the New Testament will be portrayed 
against their historical and cultural background. Throughout the course, students will examine some of the major doctrines 
of the Christian Church.  Life application and interpretation of the texts will be stressed.
Prerequisite: Christian Doctrine and Theology

THEOLOGY IV: WORLD RELIGIONS 			   11	12
This course challenges the prevalent worldviews, cults, and religions. Topics include logic, relativism, naturalism, authority, 
infallibility, and inerrancy of scripture, socialism, evolution, design, first cause, evidence for the resurrection and miracles. 
This course exposes the students to a variety of Christian writers, showing how they respond to these different views. The 
primary objective of this course is to equip the student for a spiritual encounter with the secular world. A passing grade on 
two major projects is required to receive a passing grade in the course.
Prerequisite: Philosophy and Apologetics

THEOLOGY V: CHURCH HISTORY			   11	12
This course covers the ideas, events and people that shaped the Church’s life and thought. Topics include a study of the 
Early Church, Imperial Church, Medieval Christianity, Colonial Christianity, Protestantism, Catholicism, & Orthodoxy. The 
class displays how the church has influenced culture as well as been influenced by the secular thought of various time 
periods. With an understanding and appreciation for the past, students will begin to discover the important role of the 
Church in modern society.
Prerequisite: World Religions

THEOLOGY VI: BIBLICAL REVELATION, SCIENTIFIC REVOLUTION			     11  12
This course is aimed towards students who will be pursuing degrees and careers in the sciences. The purpose of this class 
is to prepare and equip students to intelligently address and understand the critical issues that they will face as Christians 
entering the scientific community, such as the historical relationship between Christianity and science, the relationship 
between Biblical revelation and scientific evidence, ethical issues, and the naturalistic worldview that predominates science.  
We will apply critical thinking skills and the wisdom of a wide range of thinkers and writers to develop a rational Christian 
framework to capably handle the issues surrounding the interchange between science and faith.
Prerequisite: Philosophy and Apologetics

PASTORAL THEOLOGY 				    12
For students interested in formal ministry, this class examines the Scriptural guidelines and preparation for such service. 
By developing an understanding of each student’s personal gifts, exploring spiritual disciplines, and an in-depth study of 
Scripture, this class prepares students to minister in a variety of contexts. Students explore various religions and worldviews 
to better understand the world in which they serve. 
Prerequisite: Philosophy and Apologetics and recommendation of a member of the Theology faculty and permission of the 
instructor based on a short reflection paper

THEOLOGY DEPARTMENT CHAIR:  ED NEWKIRK	 E_NEWKIRK@MHS-HS.ORG
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THE ARTS
1 YEAR REQUIRED

VISUAL ARTS
ART INTRODUCTIONr  	 9	 10	 11	12
This course provides a well-rounded foundation for both 
the production and history of visual art. During this course, 
the students study composition and design, the qualities 
of line, values and shading, texture, perspective, figure 
proportions, color theory, as well as watercolor techniques. 
Art introduction emphasizes drawing techniques and 
supplies, but also introduces other media.  This course is 
designed for the success of all students, with regard to the 
broad spectrum of talent, skill, age, experience, and interest 
exhibited by the students.  

PAINTING AND DRAWINGr 		  10	 11	12
This course is designed to heighten painting and drawing 
skills, to foster a greater appreciation of art and its history, 
and to enhance God-given creativity. Along with sharpening 
abilities and previous techniques already learned, acrylic and oil painting will be introduced, as well as portrait drawing 
and a variety of new drawing media and techniques. Due to the diversity of backgrounds and skill levels, students will move 
through some assignments at varying rates. Emphasis will be on a greater individualized instruction and development of 
personal style and interests. Along with a variety of in-class assignments, students will write three art history reports and 
complete three drawing homework assignments per year. 
Prerequisite: Art Introduction or approved portfolio

HONORS PAINTING AND DRAWINGr 			   11	12
This course builds on the artistic skills learned in prior courses which allows for the further expression of individual creativity. 
Emphasis will be given to modern art movements and trends, and traditional skills and techniques will be refined to a 
higher level of performance. This course requires more art projects than its prerequisites; however, students are given more 
choices in order to accommodate personal style and development. Projects encompass topics including: Expressionism, 
Surrealism, Pop-Art, collage, linoleum block print, and extended art history projects.
Prerequisite: Art Introduction and Painting and Drawing (Grade of B or better) or approved portfolio

AP STUDIO ARTr 			   11	12
This two-period course is designed for students who show the necessary skill and commitment to succeed at this advanced 
level. The goal of the course is to assist students in preparing an Advanced Placement portfolio for submission to the AP 
Board, as well as to increase their ability to augment their intellectual and verbal skills related to art, and to discover how to 
express their individual creativity in new and more challenging ways. Students will be required to submit a portfolio for the 
AP Studio Art exam.
Prerequisite: Teacher and department approval, based on prior coursework
Note: Qualified students may take the course twice to complete both portfolios offered

PHOTOGRAPHY 1r 		  10	11	12
This course involves instruction and experience in the use of the 35mm camera, basic compositional techniques, film 
exposure and development, and black and white printing. Darkroom work includes proper use of chemicals and enlargers 
in making black and white photographs from exposure to finished print.
Prerequisite: Art Introduction, application and teacher approval

PHOTOGRAPHY 2 			   11	12
This course refines and advances the skills and techniques learned in Photography 1. More advanced techniques in 
lighting, flash, and portraiture will be covered. Emphasis will be put on developing a personal photographic portfolio. Time 
is allotted for a progressive development of photographic skills emphasizing personal potential and interest.
Prerequisite: Photography 1, application and teacher approval

ART DEPARTMENT CHAIR:  DIANE BARNHART	 D_BARNHART@MHS-HS.ORG
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AP PHOTOGRAPHYr
This third year photography course is aimed at the creation of a college-level portfolio of photographic works. Emphasis 
will be placed on developing a personal “voice” within this medium, while studying the work of other fine art photographers 
throughout history for influence. There is encouragement to pursue a broad range of work as well as one thematic idea. 
Students are encouraged to work in both traditional and digital media, and must have access to at least one SLR camera in 
either format. Students will be required to submit a portfolio for the AP Photography exam.
Prerequisite: Photography 2

GRAPHIC DESIGNr 			   11	12
This course’s emphasis is placed on the integration of the elements and principles of design, as well as the process of 
design from thumbnail sketches and composite drawings, to the final execution of the design. In addition, students will 
be encouraged to develop their problem-solving and drawing skills. Using the computer as a tool, final designs will be 
executed in Adobe Illustrator and/or Photoshop.  As a result, students gain increasing confidence in the creation of such 
projects as logos, portraits, labels, and CD package design. 
Prerequisite: Art Introduction, application and teacher approval 

ADVANCED GRAPHIC DESIGNr 			   11	12
This course builds on knowledge acquired in introductory Graphic Design to complete projects in both Adobe Illustrator 
and Photoshop. This course covers topics including typography, layout, color theory, and design while allowing for the 
demonstration of individual creative skills. Projects are taken from idea conception to product delivery in the design of 
posters, letterhead, logos, advertising, magazine spreads, and product labels.
Prerequisite: Graphic Design, application and teacher approval

PERFORMING ARTS

CONCERT CHOIRr 	 9	 10	11	12
This course is open to all students as an opportunity to use their God-given talents, while also developing skills as a vocalist, 
musician and performer. This course will develop each student through disciplined rehearsals, which will include sight-
singing, basic theory and introduce vocal and choral techniques. This course explores different styles of musical literature, 
but mainly focusing on Contemporary Christian. As a member of this choir, each student will be required to participate 
in several performances outside of school hours. Students are responsible for any tour expenses, which may be covered 
through fundraisers.  

MIXED ENSEMBLEr  		  10	11	12
This course represents the top vocal musicians at Maranatha High School. This course prepares the group for various 
community performances and outreach ministries by focusing on fundamental music and vocal theory. Attendance is 
required at all performances, which may include some Sundays and school day events. Students are responsible for any 
tour expenses, which may be covered through fundraisers.
Prerequisite: Audition required

INTRODUCTION TO MUSIC THEORY 			   11	12
This course covers the basic skills of music composition and focuses on the techniques and methods for writing music 
in many different styles including Classical styles (19th and 20th century), Pop, Country, Jazz, etc.  Topics include key 
signatures, scales, basic chord progressions, and the fundamental structure of classical and contemporary pieces.

AP MUSIC THEORYr 			   11	12
This course is designed to equip students who wish to excel in music theory by preparing them for the AP Music Theory 
exam, and ultimately to prepare students for college music courses. This course integrates music fundamentals with the 
study of melody, harmony, rhythm, texture, form and analysis. Skills will be developed in notated analysis, listening skills, 
sight singing and music composition. Students will be required to take the AP Music Theory exam.  
Prerequisite: Prior music knowledge and application, recommendation from vocal/instrumentation teacher preferred  
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THEATER 1r 	 9	 10	11	12
This course will focus on artistic perception and creative expression. Students will learn concepts of stage acting including set 
design, costumes, make-up and lighting. The course also includes the study of the historical and cultural context of theater, 
design and acting styles, aesthetic valuing, and an exploration of careers in theater, film, and television. Students will have 
the opportunity to analyze live theatrical performances as well as literature for character creation. 

THEATER 2r 		  10	11	12
This course will discuss body control, voice, diction and pantomime. Characterization such as the creation of characters, 
and projection of ideas and emotions are also practiced when preparing and acting scenes from plays. Reading and 
interpreting dramatic literature will be practiced through writing critiques, analyzing characters, study of theatrical time 
periods, critical listening and speaking effectively. An extensive review of historical and cultural context from the Greeks to 
present day will also be examined. Finally, students will learn aspects of producing and directing from the standpoint of the 
actor, the director, the producer and the technician.  
Prerequisite: Theater 1

THEATER 3 			   11	12
This course is designed for those who wish to further understand the creation of characters and the projection of ideas 
and emotions that are practiced in preparing and acting scenes from plays, musicals, and showcases. Understanding 
development of language skills and appreciation through reading and interpreting dramatic literature will be practiced 
through writing reviews, analyzing character, critical listening, and speaking effectively. This course also includes the 
development of production through set building, stage management, stage crews and publicity, and business management 
of the productions for the year. Directing student peers will also be a large component of this course. 
Prerequisite: Instructor approval or Theater II

MUSICAL THEATER 		  10	11	12
This course explores all aspects of musical theater, centering on the PBS documentary Broadway the American Musical. 
Students will learn the concepts, ideas, techniques and history of musical theater. This course will also familiarize students 
with the basic components, tools and theory of musical theater, including auditioning and preparing for professional theater 
and auditions. Students will be required to audition for the spring musical (but will not necessarily be cast), and the students 
will have to participate in the spring musical. Additional time outside of class is required. 
Prerequisites: Teacher approval 

BEGINNING JAZZ DANCEr 	 9	 10	11	12
This course provides basic vocabulary, technique, and practice warm-ups for jazz dance. Focus is placed on stretching, body 
control, and the building of stamina and strength progressing to dance combinations.
Note: Meets requirement for Physical Education

INTERMEDIATE JAZZ DANCEr 		  10	11	12
This course is designed to further develop jazz dance technique, with intermediate instruction in stretching, body control, 
strength, stamina, more challenging dance combinations, and progression in personal style. Focus is placed on the 
elements of performance: form, rhythm, space, and expression.
Prerequisite: Beginning Jazz Dance or Teacher Approval
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ADVANCE JAZZ DANCE 			   11	12
This course is designed for the experienced jazz dance student to focus on enhancing jazz dance technique, performance, 
and personal style. This class performs several times throughout the year.
Prerequisite: Audition required

PRACTICAL ARTS
STUDENT LEADERSHIP 	 9	 10	11	12
This course focuses on what leadership is and how it applies on a school campus. One day a week is dedicated to the 
study of different aspects of spiritual and practical leadership. Topics covered include management skills (using Robert’s 
Rules of Order), presentation skills, proposal writing, activity planning, and other practical life skills. Students are assigned 
to committees that plan activities such as Homecoming, Junior/Senior prom, Bible studies, class trips, and the school’s 
Spiritual Life Retreat. Students set goals and objectives and then work as a team throughout the year to achieve them. 
Note: To be in this class you must be an elected or appointed officer

YEARBOOK 		  10	11	12
The major task of this course is capturing the unfolding events of the school year and presenting them in published form. 
This course requires students to attend school events to capture images and stories that describe the event. Tasks include 
interviewing classmates, article composition, layout design, editing, and photography work. With the use of Adobe digital 
imaging software, this course produces the yearbook published and purchased by each student at the end of the school 
year. 
Prerequisite: Admission by application process only
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION
2 YEARS REQUIRED

PHYSICAL EDUCATION	 9	 10	11	12
This course focuses on physical and sports education and includes exercise skills and health awareness, as well as a variety 
of individual and team activities. This class is designed to continually assist students in attaining and maintaining a high 
level of physical fitness, knowledge and skill that are healthful and meaningful throughout life. This course includes physical 
activity and a wide variety of sports such as aerobic exercise, basketball, volleyball, and swimming.   

BEGINNING WEIGHT TRAINING	 9	 10	11	12
This course provides the opportunity for fitness and exercise within the realm of weight training. The focus of this course is 
the proper use of resistance training to increase strength and agility, incorporated with cardiovascular exercise to promote 
a healthy body. Students complete daily workout routines and use regular assessments to gauge personal progress and 
prevent injury. 

ADVANCED WEIGHT TRAINING		  10	11	12
This course provides the opportunity for improved athletic performance through the use of weight training. The focus of this 
course is the advanced use of resistance training incorporated with cardiovascular exercise to increase the strength and 
agility of the athlete. Athletes complete daily workout routines and use regular assessments to gauge personal progress and 
prevent injury. 

SWIMMING FOR CONDITIONING	 9	 10	11	12
This course provides the opportunity for fitness through aquatic exercise.  The emphasis for this course is basic water safety, 
stroke techniques, and cardiovascular exercise for the promotion of good health 

The Athletic Program at Maranatha High School provides a co-curricular opportunity for student-athletes who meet our 
school’s basic standards of spiritual, academic and physical well-being to represent our school in athletic competition.  It is 
the stated goal of the Athletic Department to use the various sport activities not only to develop the athletic skills and abilities 
of our athletes, but also to emphasize spiritual growth and life skills (self-discipline, endurance, perseverance, personal 
integrity, cooperation, etc.) MHS athletes are to strive to be both Christ-like in effort and in attitude at all times. Maranatha 
athletics build a sense of community and foster pride in the institution. Our athletes are to be committed to their teams, 
act with integrity, and display sportsmanship, character and pride at all times both on and off the field. Athletes receive 1 
semester of PE credit for each season of a sport they play.  For example, a student who plays soccer for Maranatha all four 
years will earn 4 semesters (or 2 years) of PE credit which satisfies MHS graduation requirements.

Beginning in the 2009-10 school year, students who participate in school sanctioned extra-curricular sports teams will 
receive a Pass or Fail grade rather than a traditional letter grade (A, B, or C).  Additionally, this grade will not be figured 
into the calculation of a student’s grade point average.

ATHLETIC DIRECTOR: BRIAN DEHAAN	 B_DEHAAN@MHS-HS.ORG

FALL SPORTS
Girls
Cross Country
Cross Country JV
Tennis
Volleyball
Volleyball JV
Volleyball Frosh

Boys
Football
Football JV
Cross Country
Cross Country JV
Volleyball
Volleyball JV

SPRING SPORTS
Girls
Golf
Softball
Softball JV
Swimming/Diving JV 
Swimming/Diving
Track
Track JV
Boys
Baseball
Baseball JV
Golf
Swimming/Diving JV 
Swimming/Diving
Track
Track JV
Tennis
Volleyball
Volleyball JV

WINTER SPORTS
Girls
Basketball
Basketball JV
Soccer
Soccer JV

Boys
Basketball
Basketball JV
Basketball Frosh
Soccer
Soccer JV

YEAR-ROUND

Cheer
Equestrian
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WORK EXPERIENCE /
LEARNING LAB

WORK EXPERIENCE PROGRAM
This course is available to juniors and seniors. Its purpose is to provide the opportunity for hands-on experience in the local 
work force. Students are required to check in once a week with the work experience representative at lunch to log the hours 
they work. Depending on the number of hours completed, participants are able to receive up to 5.0 credits for the semester.  
Note: Students enrolled in a high school and who have been hired for a job are required by law to obtain a work permit 
from our work experience coordinator. For more information, please contact Michele Buchicchio by e-mail at mbuchicchio@
yahoo.com.

LEARNING RESOURCES PROGRAM (Learning Lab)
The Learning Lab is a resource program designed for students with documented difficulties in learning and assessment.  
The student’s documentation provided to Maranatha must be current (within the past three years). This program is 
comprised of two elements: Learning Lab class and Watch and Consult distinction. Each student has an Instructional 
Support Plan that includes appropriate documentation of diagnosis and testing, as required by the College Board and 
accommodations defined by Maranatha policy as recommended by psychological assessment.

The Learning Lab class includes eight students per class. This class focuses on supplemental educational support in core 
classes, study skills, and organizational skills to ensure academic progress for each student. 

The Watch and Consult students receive the appropriately documented accommodations and meet regularly with the
with their guidance counselor to discuss academic progress and successful learning strategies.   

If you have any questions about the program, then please contact the guidance department, guidance@mhs-hs.org.


